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Cover picture: Well done to all of our club members, competitors, marshals, 
organisers, Committee members and Chairman – Sevenoaks and District Motor 
Club was nominated for the MSUK Club of the Year awards and came a close runner 
up!  



 

 

Editorial 
By Toby Galbraith, Editor 

New year, new start! My first hope for this year is not to have to begin 
each issue of the Acorn with an apology, although I must request 
forgiveness for the lack of updates in the autumn, and hope it will be the 
last big gap in coverage! 
What I will also ask for is your input – the magazine can only be as good 
as its content, and I can’t attend every event to take photos and write 
reports, so please send me any thoughts and I’ll try to include them. 
Doesn’t have to be polished or spellchecked, you can throw some words 
and photos in an email and I’ll do the rest! I do have some stories and 
content in the bag for the next issue, but always need more. 
Since the last issue I’ve been enjoying the new season of the Weald 12 
Car Championship, with five events already complete – I marshalled on 
one, navigated on another, and have been driving in the other three. 
Andy and I are competing as semi-experts this season, which means he 
has to plot the route as we go, adding pressure and taking away time to 
drive it – it has been tough but we’re still enjoying it! 
It has taken far too long to get my Mazda back on the road after the 
engine seized at Lydden Hill back in July. I picked up a replacement 
engine and fitted that in September, but then had a lot of trouble getting 
the clutch system working – I had replaced it before fitting the new 
engine, but had managed to put it in back to front, so then I had to learn 
how to take the gearbox off to switch it around. When that still didn’t 
make it work, I eventually replaced pretty much every part of the clutch 
system and finally made a breakthrough in early January! It was great to 
have it back in action for the 12 Car last Friday, and it’s certainly easier to 
turn around when we go wrong than my big Subaru wagon!  
I’ve also made some progress on the Isetta, getting the electrics checked 
out and having the seat upholstery done to match the paint job. It was 
my New Year’s resolution to get it on the road in 2023, and maybe 
having to write an update for the Acorn each month will keep me at it! 
 
Cheers, Toby  



 

 

Chairman’s Chat 
By Chris Judge, Chairman 

Welcome to the New Year Acorn. The club has been busy over the 
winter putting everything together to hopefully bring you another great 
year of involvement in club motorsport. Our membership has grown 
significantly last year and this trend looks set to continue thanks to your 
hard working team behind the scenes. In 2022 we achieved a certificate 
of recognition as we became a nominee for ‘Club of the Year’ from our 
governing body Motorsport UK. We came a close runner up due to 
everything we did last year. I spent some time putting our case 
submission together, so we should all be pleased to be recognised in this 
way. The winning club were Anglia Motorsport Club with us being 
pipped by Farnborough in second place. 
It is sometimes difficult to remain positive with a war, energy prices and 
cost of living going up all the time. We all have to somehow manoeuvre 
our way around all this to take part in our hobby and this can put a strain 
on us organisers as we strive to provide cost effective enjoyment and 
value for money.  
We have another full and varied programme of events in 2023. Most 
popular is our Autotests and Autosolos where we often field capacity 
entries. We are part of the Motorsport UK ‘Streetcar’ initiative which is 
aiming at informing everyone that you can compete in your everyday 
road car. Although we as a club have been promoting this type of event 
for years, this is the first time a totally nationwide initiative has been 
organised with a dedicated website and Facebook page. Although new, 
it will grow in time.  
Our competition year starts at Brands Hatch in February with our first 
Autosolo which has already got a full entry. Due to the cost of venue 
hire, we have linked in with other clubs to co-promote a number of 
speed events starting in May at Lydden Hill. So it’s time to get your admin 
sorted, licence renewed and various club or championship registrations 
sent in. Don’t leave it to the last minute. Everything takes time and in 
most cases a lot longer than you think! The club is now working on our 
annual awards for last year, but finding a suitable cost effective venue 



 

 

hasn’t gone well, so we are still searching. What with Covid and 
everything else, venue hire has gone up significantly, but we are on the 
case.  
As I am aware of my age ever creeping upwards, I won’t be seen at all 
our events this year. We have a number of capable organisers who can 
be trusted to continue carrying the club forward. I have been involved 
in this club for virtually four decades which I have to remind myself of, 
so must sort various things out in my life before leaving the planet! My 
Jedi race car is another priority and can no longer just sit half completed 
due to other distractions. Then there is the three minis I have, so time is 
important. Anyway, many thanks to Toby for producing our first 2023 
edition of Acorn. Up to date news is always on our Facebook page and 
our website is currently undergoing a makeover. Anything else will go 
out to the membership via our ‘mailchimp’ communications. Don’t 
forget to send Toby your news and I look forward to seeing you all soon. 
 
Best wishes, Chris Judge. 
 

 
“'Wake up Jim, in this run you might clinch the Insite Graphics Speed 
Championship....” 

  



 

 

Acorn on Tour 

 

Roving reporter Tony Short sent this from the annual Classic and 
Vintage car show at Capel Manor gardens in Enfield: 

In all these years I have never seen such fantastic automobiles. 
Including, some Jaguar XK 150s; even an Austin Seven racing car ; a 
Jowett saloon car and a Triumph Herald 12/50 with only 5,000 
recorded miles since 1966 which was all original & looked like a new 
car! Over 450 yes 450 Vintage and Classic Cars were on display coming 
from all over England. 

 

Quote to Bristol Street Motors service advisor: "You didn't tell me that I 
had to have a motorbike licence to drive this Corsa loan car?"  

Guess why? Answer next month !!! 



 

 

Calendar 
 

 

Date Event 
Sun 19 Feb Brands Hatch Autosolo Tarmac & Rally Stage 

Sat 18 Mar 
Ashford Cattle Market Autosolo (Round 4 Winter 
Series) 

Sat 29 Apr 
Ashford Cattle Market Autosolo. (Round 5 
Winter Series) 

Sat 6 May The ‘Chin’ Memorial 20/20 Rally 

Thu 11 May Brands Hatch Evening Grass Autotest (Round 1) 

Sun 14 May Valence School Hillclimb Demonstration 

Sat 20 May Lydden Hill Sprint (Co-promoted) 

Thu 1 Jun Brands Hatch Evening Grass Autotest (Round 2) 

Sun 18 Jun North Weald Sprint (Co-promoted) 

Sat 24 Jun 
Hartley Village Fete – Club Stand, Display & 
Social 

Thu 29 Jun Brands Hatch Evening Grass Autotest (Round 3) 

Sat 15 Jul 
Ray Heal Memorial Lydden Hill Sprint (Co-
promoted) 

Sun 16 Jul Valence School Fete – Club stand 

Thu 27 Jul Brands Hatch Evening Grass Autotest (Round 4) 

Thu 31 Aug Brands Hatch Evening Grass Autotest (Round 5) 

Sat 9 Sep Kent Forestry Targa Rally Stage (Weald MC) 

Sat 23 Sep Brands Hatch Grass Autotest (all day final) 

Sat 30 Sep Goodwood Sprint (Co-promoted) 

Fri 17 Nov 12 Car Rally 

Sun 26 Nov Brands Hatch Autosolo Tarmac & Rally Stage 

Fri 1 Dec Brands Hatch trackday 



 

 

Autotest News 
 

A marshal’s view 3 – by Phil Bailey 

After a summer involving a couple of short UK breaks (we didn’t fancy 
braving airport queues) we were back into our marshalling. We started 
with the Forest Targa Rally at Mereworth Woods on 10 September, this 
was a first for both of us although I have marshalled on a couple of 
Welsh hill rallies before.  

The day started very early with a 5.30am alarm call and as you can see 
in the picture not everyone coped 
as well as others! Having come 
from an off-road racing 
background I used to compete in 
the National Comp Safari 
Championship ultimately in a mid-
engined Range Rover Buggy. I was 
surprised how rough some areas 
got and was also amazed that no 
personal safety gear was required. 
I plan to build a car suitable for 
Autotesting/Autosolos/Targa and I 
must admit I think I would wear a 
helmet rallying, perhaps my driving 
is just that bad? 

Obviously as we had never done 
this before we were given a 

observation point and whilst I can happily watch cars go past at 
varying speeds my young assistant found the day dragged on a bit, 
hopefully next time perhaps we can get promotion to a position where 
we have to do something, but I do know organisers can’t please all the 
people all the time.  



 

 

Next, we were back at Brands for the All-Day Final for the club’s 
summer Autotest series. I had to start alone as Lola was visiting one of 
her potential Secondary Schools and obviously the day clashed with 
her first choice, anyway a successful visit was carried out and she 
joined me at about 11am. 

I had previously been given my instructions by Lola of which test to try 
and get, and Willie now knows how prepared Lola is, so as soon as he 
arrived, he asked which one we wanted and he was able to grant our 
wishes. I had also taken this opportunity to bring up our new trailer for 
the members to see, I just need to do a few final touches once it’s 
loaded and hope to have it ready for the first Autosolo at Ashford. 

The weather for the day had been forecast to be dry, amazingly the 
weather has been nice for every visit to Brands so far this year. Anyway, 
the competition started on time as usual. However, there was little grip 
to start with as the grass was still damp from the overnight dew, this 
soon dried and the times started to tumble. Everyone seemed a bit 
reluctant to do our course as it involved three reverses. Eventually 
people summoned up the courage to have a go and actually it was a 
lot easier than it seemed. Having watched people participating I don’t 
think it flowed and could be improved upon, and having been in a 
position to watch over the last 2 years I’ve offered to have a go at 
drawing up some tests over the winter. So, I’m about to find out how 
hard it is to devise the tests to suit all abilities. Watch this space. 

 

 

[Phil has been setting some of the layouts for the Winter Series 
autosolos, including the upcoming Autosolo event at Brands Hatch on 
19 February – come and have a go at marshalling to see what it’s all 
about!] 

  



 

 

 

Brands Hatch Grass Autotest Dates 2023 
 

11 May – Thursday 
1 June – Thursday 

29 June – Thursday 
27 July – Thursday 

31 August – Thursday 
 

23 September – Saturday All Day Final 
 

 

  



 

 

Speed News 
 

 

 

At the end of the 2022 season, the top 10 of the championship were: 

Name Position Points 
Jim Giddings 1 129 
Chris Judge 2 90 
Jolyon Walkling 3 76 
Peter Ramsden 4 61 
Roger Burgess 5 51 
David Judge 6 43 
David Balderson 7 31 
Dave Rayner 8 27 
John Rawlins 9 22 
Sue Gibbard 10 21 

 

Individual trophies were as follows: 

Muller Cup  Chris Judge 
Kentish Times  Jolyon Walkling 
Hillclimb  Peter Ramsden 
Local Trophy  Chris Judge 
Tourist Trophy  Peter Ramsden 

Sevenoaks & District Motor Club 
Insite Graphics Speed League 



 

 

Provisional 2023 Speed League Calendar (bold are SDMC-supported) 
Rd Date Event 

1 25/03/2023 Cadwell Park 
2 25-26/03/2023 Sandown Sprint - 2 Day Combined result 
3 02/04/2023 Abingdon Long Course 
4 16/04/2023 Hethel 
5 22/04/2023 Regis Sprint - Goodwood 
6 22/04/2023 Wiscombe Park 
7 23/04/2023 Wiscombe Park 
8 13/05/2023 Blyton Park 
9 14/05/2023 Blyton Park 

10 14/05/2023 Debden 
11 20/05/2023 Lydden Sprint 
12 21/05/2023 Dimanche Sprint at Rushmoor Arena  
13 03/06/2023 Coventry MotoFest 
14 04/06/2023 Coventry MotoFest 
15 10/06/2023 Abingdon CAR-nival 
16 17/06/2023 Double 12 Sprint at Brooklands  
17 18/06/2023 North Weald 
18 15/07/2023 Ray Heal Memorial Sprint - Lydden 
19 16/07/2023 North Weald 
20 22/07/2023 Dick Mayo Sprint at Castle Combe 
21 22/07/2023 Gurston Down 
22 23/07/2023 Gurston Down 
23 26/08/2023 Snetterton 
24 27/08/2023 Snetterton 
25 03/09/2023 Hethel 
26 16/09/2023 Shelsley Walsh - Harvest Festival Meeting 
27 17/09/2023 Shelsley Walsh - Harvest Festival Meeting 
28 17/09/2023 North Weald 
29 23/09/2023 Manor Farm Charmouth 
30 24/09/2023 Manor Farm Charmouth 
31 30/09/2023 Goodwood Sprint 
32 01/10/2023 Debden 
33 01/10/2023 Sprint Royale at Eelmoor  
34 14/10/2023 Grand Finale Sprint @ Curborough Sprint Course  



 

 

Autosolo News 
 

Winter Series 2022-2023 overall standings after round 2: 

Position Driver Points 
1 Paul Hebden 21.0 
2 Steve Burles 21.0 
3 Jolyon Walkling 20.7 
4 Des Crocker 20.5 
5 Steve Rackley 19.0 
6 Jack Cherrett 18.0 
7 John Massey 18.0 
8 Ruurd Ottens 17.1 
9 Lee Champion 16.0 
10 Phil Bailey 16.0 

 

 
The Penfold family at play, Ashford autosolo, 22 October 

 



 

 

Juniors (14–17 years old): 

Position Driver Points 
1 Tilly Burles 4.2 
2 Ian Kent 2.5 
3 Freddie Cherrett 2.4 
4 Sean Flaherty 2.3 
5 Miles Burles 2.1 
6 Honey Sherwood 2.0 

 

 
Dave Rayner takes to the Brands Hatch rally stage in ‘Olive’, 29 

November. Photo by Colin Shipway. 

 

The next autosolo event is Sunday 19 February at Brands Hatch. 



 

 

 

Throughout this year you will see the Streetcar logo at some of our 
events.  

So what does it mean? 

Our Governing body Motorsport UK (usually seen as MSUK) has 
introduced this new initiative which aims to educate everyone that you 
can compete in your own road car without the need for helmets and 
overalls etc like you have to do in other events for speed such as sprints 
and hillclimbs. 

StreetCar is aimed at people doing autotest, autosolo, some rallies, trials 
and cross country events. The initiative encourages more people 
(particularly Juniors) to get behind the wheel and enjoy the sport and 
therefore overturning the age-old perception that it is out of reach for 
most people to actually compete at club level. So far, 34 clubs have 
signed up to promote StreetCar. You can compete in these events with 
your everyday road car without the need for special safety equipment, 
and all you need is a free Motorsport UK RS Clubman licence together 
with your usual club membership. A dedicated team at MSUK has been 
set up and details of all the events around the country is available at: 
https://streetcarmotorsportuk.com. 

Alternatively speak to any of our committee members for help and 
guidance, or come along to any of our events to see what it’s all about. 
We are here to help you. 

  



 

 

Rally News 
 

The 2022-23 Weald 12 Car Championship is around halfway through 
the season, with five of nine events already complete. Reports courtesy 
of Tim Loftus (championship coordinator) from the Weald M website. 

Round 1: Borough 18, 7 October 2022 
A tough opening event, with just six finishers. The field was already 
depleted by two late withdrawals, then a covid case, leaving just eight 
starters. The route started under the M2 outside Bearstead then went 
East up and down the North Downs and on and off the 178 and 189. It 
took in some Kent classic roads including the Hucking 90s and the 
Otterden triangles, with a manned PC hiding on the white and a 
photographer (Paul Griffiths) on the hairpin. It then headed South East 
to Charing then West to Lenham and back to finish near Hucking. The 
navigation was straightforward but time consuming and the rough 
roads in the first half meant that everyone dropped a bit of time. 
However there was an impressive performances from Richard and Tom 
Pashley running as beginners who came in first with 0 fails 18 minutes. 
In second place were Clive Cooke and Kevin Ablitt with 0F 26mins and 
in third Robert Ginn and Simon Fuidge with 1F 17mins. 

 
Richard and Tom Pashley. Photo by Paul Griffiths 



 

 

Round 2: Croydon, 21 October 2022: 
Croydon Motor Club pulled off a successful event, all the more so for 
being run remotely by the principal organisers, none of whom were 
able to attend. With a little help from a mixture of Croydon members 
and a contingent of Weald marshals, the event started in the Wolfe 
Garage in Westerham and headed East beyond Sevenoaks before 
turning back to end near Godstone. 
The roads were wet with standing water here and there. It was a 
varied route and the navigation was doable. Only nine cars started and 
all nine made it back. Of those, all got all twelve boards (expertly placed 
by the course opener being driven by Mark Lodder with Roger 
McKenzie a few minutes before the cars came through) apart from 
Wug Utting and Bob Stokoe, and Derek Arnold and Simon Fuidge. A 
rare mistake by both, who went a bit too long way round at the double 
triangle off Gracious Lane on Sevenoaks Common. 
First home with 0F 6mins were the beginner crew of Maria McKenzie 
and Penelope Smy, followed by Geoff Russell and Phil Bird on 0F 7mins 
who were first novices, and the top three rounded off by Clive Cooke 
and Kevin Ablitt with 0F 14mins and first experts. 

 
Maria McKenzie and Penelope Smy. Photo by Paul Griffiths. 

 

Round 3: Sevenoaks, 18 November 2022 
Rob Thompson, assisted by his son Aiden, delivered an excellent event 



 

 

with the field spread from winners Wug Utting and Bob Stokoe 0F 
10mins to 16F 34mins for the beginner crew of Tim & Honey 
Sherwood on their first ever event. Second place were the round two 
winners Maria McKenzie and Pen Smy, who survived a quick visit to the 
scenery as did the Novice crew of Geoff Russell and Phil Bird. The event 
was dry but it had been very wet all week. Clive Cooke and Kevin Ablitt 
came in third to lead the championship at this point. The navigation 
kept everyone busy and there was nothing but praise for Rob’s route. 

 
Wug Utting and Bob Stokoe. Photo by Paul Griffiths. 

Round 4: Southern Car Club, 2 December 2022 
Michael Weeks, Ness Linley, Rick Smith and loads of marshals delivered 
a great event in a muddy and rainy run around maps 187 and 188. 
Richard Pashley and his son Tom took the honours for the second time 
this year with a clean sheet (0F 0mins), followed home by the last 
round organisers Rob and Aiden Thompson (0F 17mins), both crews 
running as beginners. Derek Arnold and Simon Fuidge annihilated the 
rest of the field who had to plot and bash, and a few who didn’t, with 
third place and first expert and third overall (0F 20mins). 

 



 

 

 
Derek Arnold and Simon Fuidge. Photo by Paul Griffiths. 

Round 5: Maidstone & Mid-Kent Motor Club, 27 January 2023 
Liz Jordan and Toby Groves together with around thirty marshals put 
on a great event on a crisp but dry evening. The roads were a mixture 
of dry clean tarmac and muddy tracks, as the event took in some classic 
North Downs roads, crossing and re-crossing between maps. 

The Maidstone event was action packed. Pash and son won overall 
with a clean sheet (0F 0mins) with Derek Arnold and Simon Fuidge in 
2nd, 0F 16mins and first expert, narrowly beating Clive Cooke and Kevin 
Ablitt on 0F 17mins. Richard Graham and Steve Thompson almost 
survived an excursion into a woods, then a field, only to be beached on 
the bank while re joining the road, and Maria McKenzie and Penelope 
Smy did their usual ‘all or nothing’ routine, this time coming only 10th 
after a puncture. 

The current championship table is here – all competitors are listed but 
need to marshal or organise an event to qualify for awards at the end 
of the competition. Those competitors with scores in green have 
already marshalled at least once, those in red still need to qualify. Both 
tables are headed by the Pashley family. Pash is looking to win the 
drivers category after last year winning the navigators, and is Tom now 
7 points clear of the ever present Kevin Ablitt in the navigators table. 



 

 

 

Pos Driver Class Pts Navigator Class Pts 
1 Richard Pashley B 68 Tom Pashley B 60 
2 Clive Cooke EX 51 Kevin Ablitt EX 53 
3 Maria McKenzie B 48 Penelope Smy B 48 
4 Derek Arnold EX 36 Simon Fuidge EX 48 
5 Wug Utting EX 33 Bob Stokoe EX 33 
6 Geoff Russell N 32 Phil Bird N 32 
7 Graham Child EX 26 Tim Smith EX 26 
8 Rob Thompson B 23 Chas Davies EX 25 
9 Sterling Ernstzen EX 21 Aidan Thompson B 23 
10 Mark Stokoe N 18 Megan Stokoe N 18 
 

 
The Pashleys rounding Otterden triangle. Photo by Paul Griffiths. 

 

The next event is run by Guildford Motor Club on 10 February, 
organised by the Pashleys, so at least the rest of us have a chance to 
catch up a bit! 

  



 

 

 

Marshals will always be needed in motorsport and you will not find a 
cheaper way to get involved – it’s free! It is a great way to meet and 
make friends with likeminded people, find answers to all those missing 
questions you need to ask to further your interest and in some cases 
meet the requirements of the club championships you might want to 
participate in. You will also get some great views of the action! 

Your club offers many forms of competition, autotests, autosolos, sprints, 
trials and road rallies, all of which require marshals. If you would like to 
join the action, contacting our Chief Marshal Glyn Williams (aka Willie) 
on wilcat@btinternet.com or call 01622 715018. This will enable him to 
inform you of any event where there is a request for marshals and details 
to be given when necessary. 

By marshalling you can also earn ‘Powerpoints’ which can be exchanged 
for a contribution to your membership fees, event entries etc. Contact 
Willie for more information! 

 

Marshal Matters 



 

 

 
 

TRK (Trophy Records Keeper) 
Sevenoaks and District Motor club award 41 separate trophies at our 
annual awards dinner. All of your results in SDMC organised 
motorsport events are automatically recorded and used to calculate 
championship points towards these trophies. However, for other 
events you need to submit your points to the Trophy Records Keeper 
(TRK). This should be done by the form at the link shown below. No 
other method will be accepted. You must be an SDMC member at the 
time of the event for your results to be recorded (if your name is not on 
the membership list it will not be in the TRK database and therefore it 
will be impossible to allocate your points). 
http://www.sevenoaksmotorclub.com/join  

Since the new club website is currently under development, please 
send any results for non-Sevenoaks events direct to the Trophy Records 
Keeper, Steve Rackley, sdmc.trk@gmail.com.  

All results must be submitted within 21 days of the event or they will 
not be recorded. All marshalling and event organisation claims will be 
checked against the event signing on sheets, so make sure you fill them 
in correctly! Please include a copy of the event results or provide a 
hyperlink. Don’t send in claims for SDMC-organised or Speed League 
events though – they clog up the TRK mailbox! 

Marshalling qualification 
In order to qualify for some of the championships, you must carry out 
marshalling or other event support role at an SDMC organised events. 
The list of qualifying events is shown in the calendar on the SDMC 
website, Acorn and the Yearbook.  

The criteria are measured in “Chalky White points”, which are the basis 
for the C. E. White marshalling trophy and are calculated as follows: 

 1 Chalky White point is required for a rally qualification 



 

 

 2 Chalky White points are required for a Speed League qualification 
 3 Chalky White points are required for a Rose & Crown qualification 
 

Chalky White (Marshalling) points are earned as follows: 

 A half day event such as an evening Autotest or 12 Car Rally will earn 
you 1 point. 

 An all-day event such as an Autosolo, Trial or Sprint will earn you 2 
points 

 For pre-event work 1 point is awarded for each half day or evening 
work party under supervision of the Clerk of Course. (Max 3 points 
per event). 

 All marshalling qualifications are taken directly from event signing on 
sheets automatically, so make sure you fill them out correctly. 
 

Yearbook 
You can read about how to win trophies in the 2021 SDMC yearbook 
at: http://www.sevenoaksmotorclub.com/yearbook. Junior birth dates 
needed! 

If you are 21 or under and want to qualify for any of the junior 
trophies, please send in your name and date of birth to the 
membership secretary at sdmc.membership@gmail.com (this 
information was not collected reliably in the past, particularly for family 
members). 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Smith/Woolley track-prepared 3 series, at the 2 December Brands 
Hatch trackday. Possibly the first and only time there has been a dry 
track at this event! 


