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Editorial 
By Toby Galbraith, Editor 

Please excuse the combined issue covering April and May, in part 

because we were having too much fun! With a number of key events in 

April and early May, we held on for some results and reports, and by the 

time we drew breath it was already the end of the month! Along with 

the conclusion of the winter rally and autosolo competitions, we also 

report on the start of this year’s speed events and look forward to more 

opportunities to enjoy motorsport over the summer. We have a lovely 

set of stories from previous Acorn editor Alex Peters, peppered 

throughout this issue, and I’d like to encourage any other members to 

send in your stories, photos and other contributions.  

 

We have a healthy navigational rally scene across the Weald clubs, and 

as a keen competitor I might be accused of banging on about it quite a 

lot, so you may enjoy the respite as the lighter evenings call a halt to our 

fun over the summer! This season has been highly competitive in the 

Weald 12 Car Challenge and we were also finally able to hold the Chin 

20-20 event that was planned by Martin ‘Chin’ Chinnery back in 2019 

and interrupted by his untimely death plus a certain virus for the 

subsequent 2 years. With a full entry and many keen marshals helping 

out, the event run by Tim Loftus and Paul Wickes was a great success 

and a fitting tribute to our dear departed rally leader. 

 

I have actually started to believe that my Isetta might be on the road this 

year; the seat has been sent off for upholstery, the number of jobs is 

getting smaller and smaller, and I’ve even put in a tentative entry for a 

tour/treasure hunt event in October. We’ll see if it happens and you’ll 

hear much more about it if it does! 

 

Cheers, Toby  



 

 

Chairman’s Chat 
By Chris Judge, Chairman 

Well hello again and as usual the club has been very busy. Our last 

round of the Winter Autosolo series at the end of April went off in fine 

style with some close racing. The Winter series was indeed a success 

and the brainchild of enthusiastic members Steve Rackley and Paul 

Hebden. Well done to all the team involved. We then moved onto our 

first (summer?) evening autotest at Brands Hatch. This proved to be a 

very cold affair, with the windchill facture being evident! We are 

getting very good entries for our events, so we must all be doing 

something right.  

In May we were actually able to run our 20/20 Rally. The name comes 

from allowing 20 competitor crews and 20 rally control points. The 

20/20 rally idea was created by Martin Chinnery (Chin) who was 

basically Mr Sevenoaks car club and served this club for many decades 

but sadly left us on 3 June 2019. A few years ago he went to our 

governing body because road rallying had practically ceased in the 

south east and devised a smaller rally event with strict speed limits for 

our roads at night. This was approved and himself and Tim Loftus put 

the whole thing together with a team of people.  

Sadly, Chin was not with us to see his achievements come to fruition, 

but we know he will be looking down on us with a smile on his face 

after such a fantastic event which was loved by all and we received 

nothing but praise. Ironically, the event was won overall by probably 

his oldest lifelong friend, fellow committee member and ex Treasurer 

Clive Cooke (driving) and being guided along the Kent lanes by Kevin 

Ablitt. A truly magnificent effort as they achieved their outright win 

with no fails (that means they got all the sneaky code boards you have 

to report) and lost no time in their run to the finish. Very well done 

boys. They were presented with some special awards to mark this 

achievement at one of our socials. Tim Loftus and his team took a well 

deserved cheer. Even I took part as a reserve. I was down to marshal 

but David Balderson could not take part, so I stepped in with his 



 

 

navigator Robert Thompson. I said I hadn’t done a rally for around 40 

years and the last one I did was with Chin himself. We got to Time 

Control four where I had to stop to let Chin be very ill over a farmers’ 

fence. It didn’t end well then!  

The club then moved onto evening autotest number two where again 

we had a capacity entry. Julie Clayden is doing her usual first class job 

controlling the entries. This time the weather improved. Unfortunately 

Motor Sport Vision who own Brands Hatch have moved us along in 

the fields we use, so this meant some hasty reconstruction of our test 

areas! Our AGM then took place on 26th May with a good attendance.  

Then it was onto North Weald for our first proper speed event of 2022. 

Not a capacity entry due to a number of restrictions and one of only a 

few dates available. This event was marked with great sadness because 

we had lost Keith Crocker in a tragic accident just weeks before. Keith 

was instrumental with this event where he worked as a key organiser 

with his brother Ian. Undeterred, Ian gave his usual commitment and 

we obtained the help of Roger Grimes form Borough 19 Motor Club 

who took on Keith’s role. The whole event was again a complete 

success. A truly magnificent effort by Ian after suffering such tragedy. 

Thank you so much Ian from all of us. We ran the event in co-operation 

with Borough 19 and I suspect this sort of ‘co-promoted event’ will be 

seen more often in the South East as venue hire becomes a financial 

constraint.  

So, a busy few months for the club yet again. Well done to all the 

volunteers who make our events possible. Our social activity has 

gathered pace as well with a number of events planned. We’ve already 

had a number of awards nights for the 20/20 Rally and Winter series 

Autosolo and a quiz night is going ahead run by Nigel Newman on 

13th July. By the time you read this, we will also have had a club stand 

at the Fawkham big fete. So all in all we are trying to do our best to be 

an active club and covering many aspects of club motorsport be it 

social or competing. If anyone wants to do anything they only have to 

ask. We are all volunteers, so please be patient if things don’t happen 

as quick as you would like. 



 

 

Best wishes for now. 

Chris Judge 

 

The Autotest season gets underway……

‘Ok….turn left don’t hit the cones…go the right way and don’t run me 

over’……..  



 

 

Calendar 
 

Date Event 

12 June  North Weald Sprint 

15 June Club Social @ The Bell, Kemsing – including 2021-22 
Autosolo awards and all things autosolo/autotest 

16 June Evening Autotest Brands Hatch (Rd 3) 

25 June  Hartley Fete. Club stand, display/social 

TBA Jim Bate Car Trial, Chapmans Hill, Meopham  

13 July Club Social @ The Bell, Kemsing – including  
Quiz Night 

16 July  Lydden Sprint (Co-promoted) 

28 July  Evening Autotest Brands Hatch (Rd 4) 

11 August  Evening Autotest Brands Hatch (Rd 5) 

17 August Club Social @ The Bell, Kemsing 

10 September  Kent Forestry Targa Rally. Club assisted event. 

14 September Club Social @ The Bell, Kemsing 

24 September  All Day Autotest Final Brands Hatch 

1 October  Goodwood Sprint (Co-promoted) 

12 October Club Social @ The Bell, Kemsing 

16 November Club Social @ The Bell, Kemsing 

18 November  12 Car Rally 

14 December Club Social @ The Bell, Kemsing 

27 November  Brands Hatch Autosolo 

2 December Trackday at Brands Hatch – *club discount TBA* 

 



 

 

Club History 
 

We have lost another of our very early members. Michael (Mick) Pitty 

sadly passed away on 5th May 2022. Mick was a very well known 

member who owned the White House Garage at Keston, Kent which 

he took over in 1964. Mick was a good friend of fellow member John 

Kempton and their friendship began early on as Sevenoaks members 

when Mick started to compete with a Lotus Six and then later a Lotus 

Seven when they first came into production. His garage was a BMC 

Dealership, so this was the engine source, but it never reached the 

power of the Ford units. Mick was very much of the old school and 

could always be seen in a Sevenoaks club tie. He was a very kind and 

gentle caring person and always ready to help fellow members at 

meetings. Mick was married to Wendy and they moved to Birdham 

near Chichester in 1999 where Mick took up sailing. It is always sad to 

report on lost members and particularly ones that formed part of our 

club history. We send our very sincere condolences to Wendy and their 

sons Neal, Neville and grandchildren. 

 

 



 

 

Dick Whittington 

Sorry to have to report that another long time Sevenoaks member and 

regular race and speed eventer Dick Whittington passed away on 6 

April 2022. Dick was a very well known member who raced his two-

tone brown E-Type Jaguar in modified sports car form. Dick’s early days 

as a SDMC member were with Mick Pitty and people such as David 

Stares and John Symes, with his first ever event in a Morris Minor in 

1962. His love of modified sports cars started when he bought an early 

Lotus MK8. Marriage and family life curtailed his motorsport passion for 

a while, but he soon began again with our own club-run Valence 

Hillclimb being the main event, and took part in many of our (now) 

speed league events which were then known as the Bristol Street 

Motors Speed Championship. Dick was a prolific class winner in many 

events, but Modified sports car racing was in decline at the end of the 

1970s. The E-type met a messy end at Goodwood in the 1980s but was 

later replaced by a fancy new one built by himself. Dick later built road 

saloon and modified saloon cars for customers from his garage in 

Sussex. Poor health slowly forced him to retire from racing, but his 

memory within this club will live on as both he and his fantastic Jaguar 

became a very popular addition to any event. Our sincere condolences 

to son Tim and the family. 

  



 

 

 

 
Brands Hatch Grass Autotest Dates 2022 

 
April 28th – Thursday 
May 19th – Thursday 
June 16th – Thursday 
July 28th – Thursday 

August 11th – Thursday 
 

September 24th – Saturday All Day Final 

 



 

 

Rally News 
By Toby Galbraith 

The final event of the Weald 12 Car Challenge series was held on 22 

April, organised by Croydon and District Motor Club. Due to the lighter 

evenings, the event started later and was shorter than the other events, 

to fit in some good sections and get everyone to the finish before the 

pub closed! We started at Wolfe Garage in Westerham, and finished at 

the Rose Revived just outside Hadlow.  

I had a last-minute challenge when my Mazda brakes weren’t quite 

ready to play ball after having changed calipers, hoses, pads and disks 

the week before, so I decided to try the rally in my electric Nissan Leaf. 

Luckily the route was shorter than usual so we made it to the finish 

without running out of juice, but the route was not without challenges. 

The tricky navigation, especially for Expert crews, and some map 

features that were difficult to spot on the move caught many 

experienced competitors out. As novices, Andy Mucklow and I were 

able to pre-plot the route before we started, and in a stationary car it 

was possible to see the road hidden under a red diamond just before 

TC3! We sailed serenely around the route and finished with a clean 

sheet for the second time this season, and this time we were the only 

ones! An outright win was a nice way to finish our last rally as Novices, 

as we will be Semi-Experts next season. In second place only 2 minutes 

behind were Wug Utting and Bob Stokoe, with Derek Arnold and 

Simon Fuidge finishing third.  

In a shock result, Sterling Ernstzen and Richard Pashley picked up their 

only fails of the season and finished off the podium in eighth place, but 

it was irrelevant to the season result as only their best six scores count, 

and they are worthy winners of the season’s Weald Challenge, as 

shown on the front cover. 

Over the 2021-22 season, competitors score a point for each crew 

beaten, so a maximum of 12 points with a full entry. To qualify for the 

championship, everyone needs to marshal or organise on one of the 



 

 

events, so only those competitors will be getting season awards at the 

Bell on Wednesday 18 May. 

The final top 10 is below – those qualifying for season awards are in 

bold.  

Driver Best six total Navigator Best six total 

Sterling Ernstzen 64 Richard Pashley 64 

Wug Utting 59 Bob Stokoe 59 

Toby Galbraith 57 Andy Mucklow 57 

Derek Arnold 52 Simon Fuidge 52 

Mick Rose 46 Kevin Ablitt 46 

Richard Graham 45 Steve Thompson 45 

Dave Bushby 44 Si Kellow 28 

Mick Rose 42 Tim Smith 27 

Andrea Sterry 28 Neil Ayling 22 

Paul Wickes 21 Tim Loftus 21 

 

Changes to the series regulations, points scored and marshalling 

requirements are in discussion for the 2022-23 season and we look 

forward to another excellent competition starting in the autumn. In the 

meantime, congratulations to the crews winning awards: 

Best driver/navigator overall (Challenge winners and best Experts): 

Sterling Ernstzen and Richard Pashley 

Best Semi-Experts: Richard Graham and Steve Thompson  

Best Novices: Toby Galbraith and Andy Mucklow 

Best Beginners: Joe & Tom McCann 

  



 

 

 

Report from Tim Loftus 

I think we all did Chin proud. This was Chin’s actual 2009 ‘Kent 20/20’, 

re run in his memory. 

A perfect result with Clive Cooke and Kevin Ablitt winning outright 

with the only clean sheet. Both ever-present in the many road rallies 

Chin organised over the years. Second on 6m 0F were Derek Arnold 

and Glyn Hayward and an impressive debut from Ben Smith and Bill 

Winzar also on 6m 0F in third, running as beginners. 

Mick Rose and Dave Hughes came in 5th and 1st Semi, demonstrating 

that a slow and steady approach wins the day with 30m 0F. Andrea 

Sterry and Si Kellow moved one step closer to promotion to Semi-

experts with 8th place and 1st Novice on 2m 1F. 

Behind them were an increasing number of missed boards and 

controls – Chin knew how to do a route, so a missed PC or TC wouldn’t 

be a disaster as you would find yourself back on the route. While the 

logistics of a linear route are harder to marshal, it did mean the 

landscape gave a tough first half across the Weald then a more gentle 

second half into the Medway valley. No one went OTL. 

All the controls were manned and all the code boards were out. 

Anyone who missed one went the wrong way or drove past it. Tales of 

deer standing in front of them, photographers hiding behind them and 

long way round triangles only existing in the fifth dimension, have all 

been given due consideration. 



 

 

Commiserations to Paul Dent and Grant Savell (who retired at TC 13 as 

Grant was suffering) and Rupert and Carole Burne (who retired at 

TC12 with a wheel bearing – they were able to limp home). 

Thanks must go to all the competitors for behaving themselves. No 

reports of any problems. Thanks also to Linda and Peter at the Wolfe 

Garage, Dave Clark for lots of behind the scenes work, Chris Judge for 

galvanizing SDMC into action and Paul Wickes for driving backwards 

and forwards from Westerham to Maidstone many times. Of course a 

huge thank you for all the marshals who came out and delivered a 

perfect event. 

Several people talked about doing it again. I’m not going to do another 

one for the foreseeable future, but would be happy to help a new 

team. Someone suggested making a Weald 20|20 a finale to the 12 car 

Challenge??? 

Driver Navigator Fails Mins Class Class 
pos 

Overall 
pos 

Clive Cooke Kevin Ablitt 0 0 Exp 1 1 

Derek Arnold Glynn Hayward 0 6 Exp 2 2 

Ben Smith Bill Winzar 0 6 Beg 1 3 

Graham Skeggs Steve Barber 0 26 Exp 3 4 

Mick Rose Dave Hughes 0 30 Semi 1 5 

Sterling Ernstzen Richard Pashley 1 0 Exp 4 6 

David Roper Simon Fuidge 1 0 Exp 4 7 

Andrea Sterry Si Kellow 1 2 Nov 1 8 

Dave Bushby Bob Stokoe 1 7 Exp 5 9 

Luis Gutierrez Lucy Fryer 1 12 Exp 6 10 

Ed Scott Ben Scott 2 2 Exp 7 11 

Duncan Brown Chas Davies 2 8 Semi 2 12 

Chris  Judge Rob Thompson 2 12 Semi 3 13 

Toby Galbraith Andy Mucklow 2 21 Semi 4 14 

Richard Graham Steve Thompson 3 2 Semi 5 15 

Matt Clark Graham Child 4 24 Semi 6 16 

Kelvin Bromley Alan Pettit 4 23 Semi 7 17 

Phil Littlemore Archie Pelling 7 7 Semi 8 18 

  



 

 

Club Stickers 

Most of our club stickers are collected at our various social nights or our 

events, but due to covid etc we have introduced a competition sticker 

pack that can be posted. The pack includes 6 stickers in various sizes and 

available via mail order to members for £6.00. Otherwise ask at our 

events. 

 

Please email Chris Judge at: judgece66@aol.com, advise your 

membership number, quantity, confirm address for posting and how 

you have paid. You can visit our ‘SDMC Payments Page’ on our website 

at www.sevenoaksmotorclub.com or preferably pay direct into our bank 

at 30-97-12 00565350. Alternatively send a cheque with note to Chris at 

66, Olivers Mill, New Ash Green, Kent DA3 8RF. 

 

We are once again indebted 

to member Chris Berrisford at 

Insite Graphics for producing 

quality stickers. Check his 

company out at 

www.insitegraphics.co.uk for 

all your promotional items. 

 

  

mailto:judgece66@aol.com
https://oneomnicom-my.sharepoint.com/personal/toby_galbraith_hcg-int_com/Documents/Documents/Personal/Car%20stuff/Acorn/2022-01/www.sevenoaksmotorclub.com
https://oneomnicom-my.sharepoint.com/personal/toby_galbraith_hcg-int_com/Documents/Documents/Personal/Car%20stuff/Acorn/2022-01/www.insitegraphics.co.uk


 

 

Circuit News 
 
Laps at Lydden 

Last call for everyone to head down to Lydden Hill Circuit, Near Dover 

on Saturday 16th July for our co-promoted big sprint of the year. We have 

attracted a capacity entry of 110 with reserves, so this will be an exciting 

day and also part of the MSUK British Sprint Championship. Lots of 

different cars taking part with our members out in force. See you there! 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

By Alex Peters  

May the fourth race car be with you 

Since my first sprint with SDMC at North Weald in March 2013 I have 

competed in three of my own cars, the 573bhp Ford Mustang which 

scored 9 class wins, a Mk 2.5 Mx5 and a BM140i. (This does not include 

the cars very kindly lent to me by Kevin Lower (A BMW 328i and Nissan 

Skyline), Colin Spark (a Hyundai Coupe) and Matt Weeks (an MGF)). I 

now have a new (fourth) car for sprinting and new optimism for the 

future. This has only been possible with help from others and a lot of 

good luck arising from the awful COVID calamity.  

My wife, Suzie, is always suspicious when I buy cars, that there has 

been a lot of man maths involved and an underhand approach to 

obtaining a race car masquerading as a family car funded by PCP 

finance. However, when I sold the BMW which I had used for 

commuting to my job with the Army and the Alfa Stelvio Veloce that 

had been her car I received a return of £7000 on each of them. This 

was a result of the very good deals I negotiated when purchasing, both 

were end of line models (The BMW was possibly the last ever built, 

purchased sight unseen from a ship, with £10,000 of the list price, 

whilst the Alfa was an unsold previous model year with a £12,000 

discount). Combined with the new car shortages caused by COVID 

which massively inflated second-hand car values, I had effectively had 

the £52,000 list price Alfa for nearly a year completely free as the 

deposit and all payments had been refunded! However, don't think 

from these numbers that I am rich – far from it, I just negotiate the best 

finance deals I can to borrow the money to get the best cars I can 

stretch to. Finally, it was the kindness of my friend Paul Hebden who 

purchased my MX5 autotest car ("Jennie" named after my wife's 



 

 

Grandmother who bequeathed me the money to buy it in the first 

place). Without his help, I would not have been able to avoid the 

deposit on my new car. 

Ever since 1975 when I was 10 years old and saw one of the first 

Jaguar XJS' I had dreamed of owning one (and eventually had one - 

see Acorn January 2021). In 1997 I had a TVR Chimaera, but thought 

"If only Jaguar made a two seat V8 sports car like this it would be 

fantastic". That very year Jaguar announced that was exactly what they 

were going to do – build the F-Type. President of Ford Jacques Nasser 

(who then owned Jaguar) announced that "Only a fool would prevent 

Jaguar from building the F-Type", so that's exactly what Bill Ford did – 

cancel it. However, many years later in 2013 they did finally put it into 

production and immediately I wanted one.  

But, before my wife would approve the purchase I had to pass a test of 

basic practicality – I had to be able to transport her and our two dogs 

in the car. Therefore, I visited or Jaguar main dealer, Duckworth, in 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iZIoI9MAkp2r7Mi6iQQpEcgdOqvyaJjC/view


 

 

Boston. They were extremely helpful and were very happy to let me 

put the two dogs in the back of a brand new F-type in the showroom. 

Fortunately, the dogs had loads of space and were very happy about 

the new adventure. So after much haggling with finance companies 

(and my wife), I purchased a 2014 Jaguar F-Type R V8.  

Dogs: “Please take us for a burn in the Jag!” 

I am not the first person to try sprinting a Jaguar F-Type V8, that title 

goes to the 2012 Speed League champion, the great Jim Giddings. He 

only entered a small number of events in it, I believe while awaiting 

work on his mighty TR8. Whilst it has a lot of power, it is very heavy. 

This might sound like a familiar recipe for me like my Mustang. 

However, since the Mustang starts as a 300bhp car engineered down 

to a price (on a half-century old chassis design) and intended usage 

includes a maximum of 55mph, this meant that I had to completely re-

engineer the chassis, suspension, brakes, cooling and a host of other 

issues to make it competitive. Meanwhile, the Jaguar comes from the 

showroom designed to hit 186mph, so I don't need to do anything to 

it, which makes my life less stressful continually trying to eliminate 

design weaknesses. ….more from Alex later….  



 

 

Blast from the Past 

 

 
Top picture..’Before practice…bottom picture ‘after practice.’ Emerson 

Fittipaldi at Brands 1968. 



 

 

Autotest News 
By Phil Bailey 

Autotest 19 May Brands Hatch, A Marshal’s View 

The day of the 2nd round of the grass Autotest series started with heavy 

rain after a night of thunder and lightning storms, and the day 

appeared to be heading towards a miserable evening standing outside 

in the car park at Brands Hatch. However, as the afternoon wore on 

the sun came out and we ended up with a beautiful evening, the 

warmest so far since I started marshalling at the beginning of last year, 

and I know how much the weather can be different at Brands having 

lived in West Kingsdown for 4 years. 

My new assistant marshal (my 10 yr old daughter) and myself arrived to 

find the course already set up by Chris Judge and others, and we were 

able to choose the test we had wished for beforehand, the one with 

the reversing section as we thought this could be the most interesting. 

So, after a brief chat with some of the other members we set off to find 

our section and walk it through, something I like to do and am 

surprised that all competitors don’t do (especially when they disappear 

off in some random direction!). 

Our first competitor turned up promptly at 6pm the start time and 

there remained a constant stream of cars right through to the strictly 

enforced curfew time of 8pm. I won’t comment on the reversing ability 

of either sex but will say it was a male who managed to end up across 

the reversing gate hitting BOTH cones finishing with one touching the 

bumpers at each end of the car. 

During the course of the competition we had trouble with the timing 

system and had to resort to “old school” stopwatch and paper. To date 

I have only experienced “new school” phone app timing and I can say I 

strongly disagree with anyone who says “old school” is better, and 

that’s coming from a 64 year old fart! 



 

 

After a speedy clear up I had promised my daughter her first drive and I 

thought she did very well considering it was in a van across a bumpy 

field even though the van is auto. This should bode well for when we 

start competing together in four years’ time. Time to start saving for 

another more suitable car. 

The evening ended still with T shirt temperatures but unfortunately 

with no award ceremony as some poor person/people have got to 

enter all the times from various scraps of paper into the system to allow 

the results to be calculated. No “old school” is not better! 

I have now obtained a better fitting HI-Viz for my assistant (see photo) 

and we both look forward to the next one on 16th June. 

 

  



 

 

…Alex Peters’ story continues…. 

The track day 

Planning for a season of sprinting (within the championships of SDMC, 

TWMC, BARC and NSCC), I decided on a track day at my local circuit of 

Cadwell Park in Lincolnshire. I knew that I had eight year old, fairly 

worn Pirelli P-Zero tyres on the car (of which I had bad experience on 

the Mustang) so ordered some new Michelin Pilot Sport 4s (of which I 

had a great experience on the BMW), but after several weeks waiting, 

they were not delivered from Germany in time. However, I took the 

philosophical view that a hundred or so laps of the track day would 

probably wreck them before I had started the sprint season and also 

that I would learn far more about the car’s dynamics with marginal 

grip. This did indeed prove useful on the day as I sensibly built up 

performance on each session and learned how to use the power (a lot 

at 567bhp – six less than the Mustang     ) and the grip (very little at 

the rear). Unsurprisingly, the car is prone to snappy oversteer with the 



 

 

rear breaking away under moderate load, although I was pleased to 

find that it was very easy to react to and recover, feeling surprisingly 

similar to the characteristics of my MX5. Whilst the Mustang had the 

same rear suspension geometry as a Roman chariot, its live rear axle 

ensured that it behaved symmetrically and you could reliably drop the 

573bhp and it would take off in a straight line, every time, even in the 

wet (which is why it is preferred by drag racers). However, the 

independent rear suspension of the Jaguar meant that the slightest 

left-to-right difference in grip or body roll would mean the back end 

stepping out sideways.  

As the track day went on and my confidence grew, I experimented 

turning off the traction control fully (which made the car behave more 

consistently and predictably) and using the manual gear changes 

(which although I was slower than the computer and also not always 

changing to the best part of the torque curve), gave much greater 

stability without upshift in the middle of corners. Holding revs through 

the chicane section particularly helped. I was pleased to discover the 

effectiveness of the electronically controlled limited slip differential (the 

lack of an LSD being a major weakness on the BMW). Turning right at 

the hairpin following the Hall bends series of Chicanes, I noticed 

significant understeer, but being braver and applying more power, I 

could feel the LSD working to bring the rear end round and tighten the 

turn – something I have never experienced before – very useful! 

At the end of the day, I had a much greater understanding and 

confidence in the car, although I realised that whilst I was one of the 

fastest cars on the straights, there were a number of cars that were 

quicker round the corners due to Jag's weight and poor tyres. Whilst I 

had fantasised that the Jag might be a ticket to a season-long string of 

FTDs, I realised the truth was that i had a moderately competitive car 

that I was going to have to work had with to achieve successful results. 

Most significant was that the quicker cars at Cadwell included a 

number of Renault Meganes of the type driven by former BARC 

champion Steve Riddle, who would be in my class at the first event. 

….Alex’s report from Cadwell Park later in this issue…  



 

 

Speed News 
By Toby Galbraith 

 

 

The 2022 Speed League is well underway, with nine rounds already 

completed by mid-May. Herts County Auto&Aero Club held a sprint at 

the Lotus test track at their Hethel base on 24 April, and a number of 

SDMC competitors travelled up to Norfolk to take part. Unfortunately 

Bob Woods was busy working at Snetterton so couldn’t repeat his class 

wins from 2021 in his Lotus Cortina, so it was down to me, Chris Judge 

and Nigel Coulson to uphold honour in class A3 (2WD, up to 1600cc). 

Erstwhile Acorn Editor Alex Peters joined us in class A5, and Dave Rayner 

(A7) and Jolyon Walkling (A8) took to the track in their Caterhams. 

 
L-R Alex Peters, Chris Judge, Dave Rayner, Toby Galbraith, Nigel 

Coulson and Jolyon Walking. 

Sevenoaks & District Motor Club 

Insite Graphics Speed League 

Championship 2022 

2021 



 

 

Conditions couldn’t have been better for late April, with pleasant 

temperature, low wind and beautiful spring sunshine, and competitors 

were setting some impressive times. I was using a new set of wheels 

and Toyo R888R semi-slick (but road legal) tyres, and even on the 

practice run set a time equal to my best from 2021. With some very 

efficient organisation and fewer competitors than previously, we 

managed to get four timed runs and lunch completed by 2pm! This 

meant a leisurely pack up while the results were processed, and staying 

for the awards ceremony didn’t stop me getting home in time for tea. 

 

My fastest time was nearly 5 seconds faster than last year, mostly down 

to the sticky tyres, and 0.1 seconds faster than Bob went last year, so it 

would have been very close if he’d been there, but I still couldn’t get 

close to the times set by Tristen Knight in his super-quick classic Mini, 

and he won the class by over 5 seconds. Chris Judge was third in class 

in his new Fiesta, and Nigel Coulson enjoyed his day but finished third 

of the classic Mini drivers on the day. Elsewhere Alex Peters was 2nd in 

class A5 going into the final run, but everyone else went faster on that 

last run, pushing him down to 4th in class in the beautiful supercharged 

Jaguar F-type. Dave Rayner won his class, a second ahead of the field, 

while Jolyon Walkling had a harder time and finished 4th in class. 

A fabulous day at a brilliant track, can’t wait to go back for more! 



 

 

Do you need magnetic white background squares?  
Go to ‘Magnet Expert’ or email sales@first4magnets.com where you can 
buy A2 Flexible Magnetic sheets. Excellent product and ready to use! 
Ask for part number MFA2 (GW) -1 Cost will be £21.64 inc Vat/post. 
Prices may alter for 2022. 

 

2022 Speed League Calendar (bold are SDMC-supported) 

Rd Date Event 

8 08/05/2022 Debden Spring Sprint  

9 08/05/2022 Rushmoor 

10 11/06/2022 Abingdon CAR-nival 

11 12/06/2022 North Weald 

12 18/06/2022 Brooklands Sprint 

13 25/06/2022 Shelsley Walsh – Summer Spree 

14 26/06/2022 Shelsley Walsh – Summer Spree 

15 16/07/2022 Ray Heal Memorial Sprint – Lydden 

16 24/07/2022 North Weald 

17 27/08/2022 Gurston Down 

18 28/08/2022 Gurston Down 

19 04/09/2022 Hethel 

20 10/09/2022 Coventry MotoFest 

21 11/09/2022 Coventry MotoFest 

22 11/09/2022 North Weald 

23 17/09/2022 Watergate Bay 

24 18/09/2022 Watergate Bay 

25 24/09/2022 Manor Farm Charmouth 

26 25/09/2022 Manor Farm Charmouth 

27 01/10/2022 Goodwood Sprint 

28 02/10/2022 Debden Autumn Sprint 

29 02/10/2022 Eelmoor 

30 15/10/2022 Grand Finale Sprint @ Curborough Sprint Course  
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Top ten standings after round 9: 

Name Position Total 

Jim Giddings 1 39 

Dave Rayner 2 27 

Alex Peters 3 20 

Chris Judge 4 20 

Damien Bradley 5 16 

Jolyon Walkling 6 15 

Peter Ramsden 7 14 

Roger Burgess 8 13 

Toby Galbraith 9 12 

Nigel Patten 10 10 

 

  



 

 

Fete Fun and Social 
The club will be having a stand at the Hartley Fete, situated just down 

the road from Brands Hatch at Fawkham on Saturday 25th June. Please 

make a date in your diary as we will need cars for display. It’s a big fete 

and we also use it as a social day out. Tea and Cake provided!  

 

 

 

  



 

 

Autosolo News 
By Paul Hebden 

The inaugural Autosolo winter series finished with a fantastic event at 

the Ashford Cattle Market venue. The course layout was arguably the 

best yet as the club evolves what is possible in terms of course layouts.  

“Oh what fun and games are going to be had at the Ashford cattle 

market Autosolo tomorrow, the course is epic with some demanding 

tighter sections followed by some fast sections the RWD boys and girls 

are just going to love! Hats off to Steve Rackley who is now elevated to 

almost god-like status for course design” – Facebook post the evening 

before the event by Steve Burles, having had an opportunity to try the 

course during set-up. He had kindly volunteered to marshal in the 

morning with his daughter Tilly before they headed off to the 

Westcountry to compete in a Targa rally on Sunday. Members like Steve 

are what help us all enjoy our club motorsport.  

Ben Greenfield was in a battle with Paul Hebden for the series best 

overall award this was fought out from class positions across the five 

rounds. With Ben and Paul level on points coming into this last event 

and competing in different classes, each needed to add another class 

win to their list if they were going to be triumphant. At lunch, it looked 

like the tide was turning towards Ben who had a relatively comfortable 

7.3s lead over the second-place driver in his class. Paul, on the other 

hand, had it all to do as he was lying in 3rd place with only 2.9s 

separating the top four drivers in class. Paul was 2.7s behind the class 

leader George Sweeney who was determined to take his first-class win 

in Autosolo after many years of trying – he was in his best ever position 

to achieve this, he just needed to have some fast clean runs in the 

afternoon to hold his position. (One of the young MSUK Academy 

drivers was tied up in this 4-way battle – we will have a report from the 

Academy in the next issue).  

At the end of the afternoon's Motorsport and some outstanding runs 

from many drivers, Ben Greenfield had won his class. However, by the 

tightest of margins Paul Hebden had also managed to take the class 



 

 

win, beating George by 0.7s and thus Paul finished equal on points 

with Ben for the overall series spoils! So after five events and competing 

on 28 different course layouts across two venues, they were locked on 

the same score. The day's competition turned into a classic battle for 

FTD between the leading drivers. Ultimately it was Ben Greenfield who 

took his second FTD of the series in his modest Peugeot 106 –in terms 

of pounds for fun and with the results, it would be hard to find a better 

car. By agreement it was rightly decided that Ben should have the 

honour of SDMC’s first Autosolo Winter Series overall win, on account 

of his two FTDs during the series. Congratulations Ben! You can see 

one of his runs on the Maidstone club Facebook page here. 

 

The separate junior series title went to Drew Kellow, and awards for 

the Autosolo series will be presented at the club social night at the Bell, 

Kemsing, on Wednesday 15 June. 

We will have a Series report and final table in the next Acorn. 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/MMKMCLtd/videos/666117701139706


 

 

Alex Peters continues… 

The Sprint 
Unfortunately, the new tyres only arrived at the garage on the 

afternoon before the sprint and they could not book me in to have 

them fitted. I found that all of the confidence that I had built up during 

the track day disappeared on cold (and very worn) tyres. The other 

thing that disappeared was most of the competitors in my class, with 

three of the five of us dropping out. 

 

My sessions on track went from OK to disappointing. The first session I 

was well ahead of class rival Steve Riddle, mainly due to the fact that he 

was not familiar with the track, whilst I had the knowledge of the track 

from the track day. The first timed run I went faster still, but spent a lot 

of time just spinning my wheels on the start line due to a total lack of 

grip. The rest of the session I tried lots of different things, including 

gentle starts and acceleration out of the hairpin, partial traction control 



 

 

(which felt like it helped), but I just got slower on each run to the point 

that Steve was putting in matching times (although not coming very 

close to my best). However, a class win is a win, so I was pleased with 

my first time out in the Jag. 



 

 

I had a good chat with Chris Berrisford, the sponsor of the SDMC Speed 

League through his Insite Graphics company. It seemed like only 

yesterday that I first met him at my second ever sprint at Lydden in 

2013. 

Overall, it had not been a great performance as I had been beaten by 

both TWMC members Davie Man in an MX5 and Sarah Munns in a 

Fiesta. Although it was a tight and twisty track, I put this almost entirely 

down to the tyres and my consequent lack of confidence. 

 

I very much like the SDMC points system, where you score according to 

the people you beat on the day. This allows for all kinds of random 

factors such as weather and car preparation to affect the result, not just 

being the fastest driver. This keeps things interesting. This year I am 

competing in the BARC and Nottingham championships who use 

target times. The BARC did not have a previous time for Cadwell, so I 

am now the class lap record holder (Yay!) and scored maximum points. 

However, the NSCC target was some six seconds faster than I managed 

which made me feel quite inadequate. 

I really enjoyed driving at Cadwell, with its massive variety of scenery, 

fast bends, long straights, tight chicanes and hairpins and steep hills it 

is like a mini Nurburgring (there were a lot of accidents during the day, 

though none serious). I hope it continues to feature in the Speed 

League in the future, you should all come and join me at my local track! 

Return of the Jonathan… 

Whilst drinking tea at the café between runs and looking over at the 

track, I noticed a familiar face in the crowd, although no one else 

seemed to recognise him. It was Jonathan Palmer, head of MSV and 

owner of many race tracks in the UK. 



 

 

 

I had last met Jonathan back in 1983, at the Race of Champions at 

Brands Hatch. He had competed in the 1982 British Grand Prix in a 

Williams and for the ROC, he had been posted in a caravan at the 

outside of Paddock Hill Bend, to allow the public the chance to meet an 

F1 driver. There didn’t seem to be many people about, so my friend 

and I chatted to him for a while. Needless to say, at Cadwell Jonathan 

didn’t have any particularly clear memories of our previous great 

encounter, but he was very friendly and we did have a long chat about 

sprinting and the fact that when younger he had competed in 

Sevenoaks events.   

  



 

 

JGF Trophy 

 

Alex Peters with the Acorn on the Cadwell podium, (imagining) roaring 

crowds cheering his mighty victory! Unfortunately he missed the 

chance to get Jonathan Palmer pictured reading Acorn as he flew off 

in his helicopter… 

Let us see other SDMC members sending in their pictures of motorsport 

fun! You can win the Jim Giddings Furniture Trophy – you will receive 

a fine commemorative tankard to drink the very best beer from! 

  



 

 

 

Marshals will always be needed in Motorsport and you will not find a 

cheaper way to get involved. It is a great way to meet and make friends 

with likeminded people, find answers to all those missing questions you 

need to ask to further your interest and in some cases meet the 

requirements of the club championships you might want to participate 

in. 

Your club offers many forms of competition, autotests, autosolos, sprints, 

trials and road rallies, all of which require marshals. If you think this could 

be of value to you, join our marshal list by contacting me on 

wilcat@btinternet.com or call 01622 715018. This will enable me to 

inform you of any event where there is a request for marshals and details 

to be given when necessary. 

Being on this list does not mean you have to marshal but at least you 

would know about any events, which cannot be a bad thing. 

Many thanks 

Glyn Williams (Willie), Club Chief Marshal 

 

Marshal Matters 

mailto:wilcat@btinternet.com


 

 

 
 

TRK (Trophy Records Keeper) 
Sevenoaks and District Motor club award 41 separate trophies at our 

annual awards dinner. All of your results in SDMC organised 

motorsport events are automatically recorded and used to calculate 

championship points towards these trophies. However, for other 

events you need to submit your points to the Trophy Records Keeper 

(TRK). This should be done by the form at the link shown below. No 

other method will be accepted. You must be an SDMC member at the 

time of the event for your results to be recorded (if your name is not on 

the membership list it will not be in the TRK database and therefore it 

will be impossible to allocate your points). 

http://www.sevenoaksmotorclub.com/join  

 

All results must be submitted within 21 days of the event or they will 

not be recorded. All marshalling and event organisation claims will be 

checked against the event signing on sheets, so make sure you fill them 

in correctly! You must upload a copy of the event results or provide a 

hyperlink. Please don’t send in claims for SDMC-organised or Speed 

League events – they clog up the TRK mailbox! 

Marshalling qualification 
In order to qualify for some of the championships, you must carry out 

marshalling or other event support role at an SDMC organised events. 

The list of qualifying events is shown in the calendar on the SDMC 

website, Acorn and the Yearbook.  

Please note the only way to 

submit your results: 

sevenoaksmotorclub.com/results  

http://www.sevenoaksmotorclub.com/join
http://www.sevenoaksmotorclub.com/
http://www.sevenoaksmotorclub.com/
http://www.sevenoaksmotorclub.com/results


 

 

The criteria are measured in “Chalky White points”, which are the basis 

for the C. E. White marshalling trophy and are calculated as follows: 

• 1 Chalky White point is required for a rally qualification 

• 2 Chalky White points are required for a Speed League qualification 

• 3 Chalky White points are required for a Rose & Crown qualification 

 

Chalky White (Marshalling) points are earned as follows: 

• A half day event such as an evening Autotest or 12 Car Rally will earn 

you 1 point. 

• An all-day event such as an Autosolo, Trial or Sprint will earn you 2 

points 

• For pre-event work 1 point is awarded for each half day or evening 

work party under supervision of the Clerk of Course. (Max 3 points 

per event). 

• All marshalling qualifications are taken directly from event signing on 

sheets automatically, so make sure you fill them out correctly. 

 

Yearbook 
You can read about how to win trophies in the 2021 SDMC yearbook 

at: http://www.sevenoaksmotorclub.com/yearbook. Junior birth dates 

needed! 

If you are 21 or under and want to qualify for any of the junior 

trophies, please send in your name and date of birth to the 

membership secretary at sdmc.membership@gmail.com (this 

information was not collected reliably in the past, particularly for family 

members). 

 

http://www.sevenoaksmotorclub.com/yearbook
mailto:sdmc.membership@gmail.com

