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Editorial 
By Toby Galbraith, Editor 

 

In contrast to my usual upbeat start to the magazine, sadly we have a 

number of club members passing away in the last month to report. 

Obituaries for Ken Springate, Keith Crocker and Vic Elford will follow 

later in this issue, and as a club, we send our condolences to their families 

and friends. That being said, perhaps the best thing we can do to honour 

their memories is to continue to enjoy our motorsport, the challenges 

and successes it brings, and the friends we make while doing so. 

 

Since the February issue, we’ve had a few more events to take part in, 

including the penultimate Weald 12 Car event run by Bexley Light Car 

Club, the penultimate round in the Winter Autosolo series at Ashford, 

run by Maidstone and Mid-Kent, and the first event of the Sevenoaks 

Speed League season at Cadwell Park. I only managed to take part in 

one of them, marshalling on the 12 Car rally and still having fun by being 

course closer and letting my navigator do the driving for a change! I’ve 

put entries in for the sprints at Hethel (24 April) and Lydden (16 July), 

and will try to get in a few more when other events open.  

 

Back in the garage, I’ve finally got some bits back from blasting, paint 

and powdercoating, mostly for the Isetta but also a bit of bling for my 

Mazda’s engine bay with a stylish cam cover and intake. I’ve also got 

some motorbike throttle bodies to fit to the Mazda later in the year, once 

I’ve worked out a manifold, injection, new ECU and many other bits, 

which hopefully will give it improved throttle response and noise, and if 

I’m lucky a bit more power too! Plenty of jobs to do before that, including 

upgrading the brakes and maybe some race seats… 

 

 

Cheers, Toby  



 

 

Chairman’s Chat 
By Chris Judge, Chairman 

It is with great sadness that I start this month’s notes as we have lost 

another two valued members. Vic Elford received global news coverage 

but of equal importance we lost Keith Crocker. If you didn’t know Keith, 

he was one of the main organisers at our last North Weald sprint in 2021. 

I took this picture of him with his brother Ian at the event. Keith is 

pictured on the left and you will see his broad smile. To be taken at such 

a young age is indeed very tragic and it was an enormous shock to us all 

that knew him. 

 

I am therefore not going to mention too much in this issue, as most of 

our news is within this publication. Your committee and volunteer 

helpers are doing their best to provide an active club for the members 

and to create motorsport we all enjoy. So, please spare a thought for 

everyone that tries to do this and perhaps come forward to help as Keith 

did on so many occasions. We’ve had Covid and now a war in Ukraine, 

so we can only pray that the world resolves their disputes very soon. 

Chris Judge  



 

 

Obituaries 

 
Keith Crocker 

It is with immense sadness that the club announce the passing of Keith 

Crocker who passed away on Monday 21st March at the age of 56 

following a motorcycle accident. 

Since joining our club in May 1990 he has supported us in many aspects 

of our organisation, not only as a keen competitor, but also as an 

organiser with our rallies and speed events in particular. Keith worked 

tirelessly with his brother Ian to ensure their co-ordinated events were 

very well run and enjoyed by all. Only last year, Keith was instrumental 

with the success of returning to North Weald to hold our club car sprint 

at the venue which achieved so much praise from all. 

Since joining the club he also competed in a variety of saloon and sports 

cars but will probably be best remembered in his Ginetta which he 

prepared himself.  It is always particularly tragic when someone is taken 

from us far too soon and so totally unexpected. We shall always 

remember Keith as a calm efficient member of our club who devoted 

many years of his life to the motorsport he loved. He approached any 

task with his broad smile and very positive and efficient outlook. He was 

a much respected and liked member of our club and we therefore offer 

our very sincere condolences to his family at this extremely tragic time.   



 

 

 
Ken Springate 

We are sad to report the passing of Ken Springate at the age of 90 at 

Kings College Hospital on 6 March. Ken was one of the very first 

members when the club started in 1954. Ken, of Mays Hill, Bromley, 

helped the original team that formed the club along with people like 

John Webb (who later ran Brands Hatch) Stephen Clipston and Rodney 

Crouch who all loved club motorsport. Without these people Sevenoaks 

and District Motor Club may not have ever been established. 

Ken was a keen club member and our records show that he was 

awarded the club Trenham Cresswell Trophy in 1962. This is awarded to 

the member who in the opinion of the committee does the most to 

forward the interests of the club. So clearly, Ken played a major part in 

our history. Previously, he also won the Consolation Cup in 1959 which 

is effectively third overall in our main Rose and Crown club 

championship. Both these awards are still presented to this day, so his 

name is etched in our history. Unfortunately our records are a bit misty 

around the early days of formation, so he may well have won other 

awards in the 1950s.  

In the early days of his motorsport career, Ken loved driving VW Beetles 

and took part in all the local car trials, autotests and rallies representing 

our club. He was a very likeable, gentle person and a very talented 



 

 

engineer. Sadly, when his wife Ann passed away in 2016, he suffered a 

decline in his health from that time. 

There may not be many of our newer club members who would be 

aware of Ken Springate, but without him the success of our club may not 

be as it is today. 

We therefore pay tribute to Ken and offer our very sincere condolences 

to his daughters Emma and Madeline. Like all the names on our annual 

awards, his name will appear forever. 

 

  



 

 

 
Vic Elford 

It is with much sadness that the club announce the passing of Vic Elford 

who was our Vice President and a very long-standing member of this 

club. Vic (86) was one of the finest sports car racers of his time and 

probably best remembered for being a Porsche 917 driver ace. 

It was not just International sports car racing that he excelled in. He was 

also a F1 Grand Prix driver in a Cooper BRM and took part in 13 World 

Championship events scoring 8 points in 1968. He was nicknamed 

‘Quick Vic’ by his peers. He started his motorsport career at an early age 

and became a Sevenoaks and District Motor Club member in 1967 and 

has supported the club ever since. As well as circuit racing, he also loved 

rallying which was also a strong focus for the motor club at that time. 

Vic won the European Rally Championship in 1967 before an incredible 

run of success in early 1968. He became a Ford Works driver and  won 

a string of major titles and championships including the Monte Carlo 

Rally with co-driver David Stone in a Porsche 911T. Then, just a week 

later, won the Daytona 24 hour race demonstrating his total versatility 



 

 

 
 

Sevenoaks & District Motor Club has presented the ‘Elford Bowl’ every 

year since 1968, which is awarded to the club member who was the 

most successful in International Competition, as well as the ‘Marvic 

Trophy’ which is awarded to the best female club member for 

marshalling. This trophy was initiated by his then wife Mary Elford as an 

amalgamation of their names, hence ‘Marvic’. The award 

commemorates the contributions of lady club members and both the 

Elford trophies are presented every year as part of the club’s annual prize 

giving ceremony. These two special awards mean that their memories 

will live on for all time. 

The club would therefore like to offer their sincere condolences to Vic’s 

family, his long term partner Anita in Florida and thank him for his most 

outstanding contributions, achievements and success that he achieved 

across a very wide-ranging club and International stage. 

His contribution to motor sport puts Vic in the great ‘hall of fame’ forever. 

  



 

 

Club Stickers 

Most of our club stickers are collected at our various social nights or our 

events, but due to covid etc we have introduced a competition sticker 

pack that can be posted. The pack includes 6 stickers in various sizes and 

available via mail order to members for £6.00. Otherwise ask at our 

events. 

 

Please email Chris Judge at: judgece66@aol.com, advise your 

membership number, quantity, confirm address for posting and how 

you have paid. You can visit our ‘SDMC Payments Page’ on our website 

at www.sevenoaksmotorclub.com or preferably pay direct into our bank 

at 30-97-12 00565350. Alternatively send a cheque with note to Chris at 

66, Olivers Mill, New Ash Green, Kent DA3 8RF. 

 

 
 

We are once again indebted to member Chris Berrisford at Insite 

Graphics for producing quality stickers. Check his company out at 

www.insitegraphics.co.uk for all your promotional items. 

 

mailto:judgece66@aol.com
https://oneomnicom-my.sharepoint.com/personal/toby_galbraith_hcg-int_com/Documents/Documents/Personal/Car%20stuff/Acorn/2022-01/www.sevenoaksmotorclub.com
https://oneomnicom-my.sharepoint.com/personal/toby_galbraith_hcg-int_com/Documents/Documents/Personal/Car%20stuff/Acorn/2022-01/www.insitegraphics.co.uk


 

 

Calendar 
 

 

Date Event 

13 April Club Social @ The Bell, Kemsing 

28 April Evening Autotest Round 1 Brands Hatch 

7-8 May The ‘Chin’ 20/20 Rally 

18 May Club Social @ The Bell, Kemsing 

19 May Evening Autotest Brands Hatch (Rd 2) 

26 May AGM, The Bell, Kemsing, 20:00 

12 June  North Weald Sprint 

15 June Club Social @ The Bell, Kemsing 

16 June Evening Autotest Brands Hatch (Rd 3) 

25 June  Hartley Fete. Club stand, display/social 

TBA Jim Bate Car Trial, Chapmans Hill, Meopham  

13 July Club Social @ The Bell, Kemsing 

16 July  Lydden Sprint (Co-promoted) 

28 July  Evening Autotest Brands Hatch (Rd 4) 

11 August  Evening Autotest Brands Hatch (Rd 5) 

17 August Club Social @ The Bell, Kemsing 

10 September  Kent Forestry Targa Rally. Club assisted event. 

14 September Club Social @ The Bell, Kemsing 

24 September  All Day Autotest Final Brands Hatch 

1 October  Goodwood Sprint (Co-promoted) 

12 October Club Social @ The Bell, Kemsing 

16 November Club Social @ The Bell, Kemsing 

18 November  12 Car Rally 

14 December Club Social @ The Bell, Kemsing 

27 November  Brands Hatch Autosolo 

2 December Trackday at Brands Hatch – *club discount TBA* 

 



 

 

Club History 
Chris Judge 

The changing face of our Acorn magazine. Herewith some examples of 

earlier editions. In past times, the Acorn was produced by a happy band 

of members who went round a table at committee night and put it all 

together. Then it went to a printer. Now of course things are mostly 

done at home but we still have it printed as well as online. 

 

The one from 1979 doesn’t even have a front cover picture. Times have 

moved on! Can anyone guess who the people are that are featured? 

Please keep your articles and news coming into Toby our Editor. That 

way, the Acorn can continue to report on things past and present. 

  

mailto:tobygalbraith@gmail.com?subject=Story%20for%20Acorn


 

 

Circuit News 
 
Although we are still putting together our racing members news, we 

should report that our co-promoted sprint at Lydden race circuit on 16 

July has already attracted some 88 entries! So if you want to compete, 

you had better enter soon. This is a multi-championship round and also 

a qualifier for the British Sprint Championship, so you can expect a huge 

variety of vehicles taking part. 

 

If you haven’t seen the big single seaters in the British Sprint 

Championship before, then this is your chance. Regulations are on our 

website or from the Borough 19 website. This event in particular always 

proves popular with our members as it’s a round of our own Insite 

Graphics Speed League, so lots of our usual club contenders will be out. 

  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y40JSnW350PucW_HnfhyF8xi4IBhaGNa/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y40JSnW350PucW_HnfhyF8xi4IBhaGNa/view
https://borough19motorclub.org.uk/event/lydden-3/


 

 

Blast from the Past 

 

A BRM from (we think) 1967 taken at Brands Hatch. Notice the standard 

overalls, support vehicle and transporter! Can anyone identify the driver? 

When you went to race meetings in the 60s, you could walk anywhere, 

talk to the driver and take pictures. How times have changed! Now you 

mostly have to pay extra for a paddock pass on big events. Not likely to 

get a picture of your current F1 heroes then! If you have any interesting 

pics from days gone by, particularly club history then send to the editor. 

mailto:tobygalbraith@gmail.com?subject=Story%20for%20Acorn


 

 

Maidstone Car Trial 
By Chris Judge 

Maidstone and Mid Kent Motor Club held their annual Tyrwhitt Drake 

car trial at Stoneacre Farm on Sunday 27th March. The venue is near 

Leeds Castle and always provides a challenging day. Six hills were laid 

out and these were attempted twice in the morning and again twice in 

the afternoon after the usual changes to direction etc. The club didn’t 

attract a huge entry, just 23, but this appears to be about the norm for 

car trials these days, Autosolos and Autotests proving more popular. 

I had to rush around a little to sort the Saxo I had last minute entered, 

because I had not used it since the last trial in January in Cambridge, plus 

did the 12 Car on the previous Friday. There was only David Balderson 

in his Citroen C1 and myself entered under the Sevenoaks club banner 

and we were both in the class 1 for standard cars. Although we all 

thought the ground and weather would be dry, it was very wet first 

thing which resulted in some heavy dropped scores. However we had 8 

in our class and at lunchtime I was leading with David second. What 

could possibly go wrong? However, it did dry out and I was able to 

actually get four zero scores which extended my class lead. Unlike 

autotests etc where you can have your best two scores to count, in car 

trials everything is added up at the end, so no room for any errors or 

high scores. David dropped down the order a little to finish 4th but we 

both finished the event as did everyone entered. So well done 

Maidstone. Good challenging hills and good organisation. 

The event was won overall by Barry Redmayne from West Suffolk 

Motorsport Club in his much-modified classic Liege sports car. I was 8th 

overall and David 17th, so we did ok. 

 



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Autotest News 
 

Brands Hatch Grass Autotest Dates 2022 
 

April 28th – Thursday 
May 19th – Thursday 
June 16th – Thursday 
July 28th – Thursday 

August 11th – Thursday 
 

September 24th – Saturday All Day Final 

 
 
Regulations will be available soon. 

  



 

 

 

Our big rally event on 7/8 May is fast approaching. Therefore we will 

need lots of marshals in particular. The rally will start at the Wolfe Garage 

in Westerham (grid ref 448548) and finish at the Maidstone Services 

(825552). It is a navigational road rally with 20 cars and 20 controls 

(hence the name 20/20). The first car leaves the start at 21.15 and the 

last car is due to finish at 00.48. It is about 80 miles with various classes 

to suit all abilities. Regulations are available on the Weald Motor Club 

website at: 

http://wealdmc.users64.interdns.co.uk/chin-memorial-20-20-rally-7th-

8th-may-2022. 

It maybe too late to enter, but you can register to marshal. 

We will need plenty of marshals to man the 20 time controls and see the 

cars through. This event was the brainchild of Martin Chinnery, better 

known as ‘Chin’ who passed away on 3rd June 2019. Chin worked 

tirelessly for Sevenoaks & District Motor Club and absolutely loved 

rallying. He also did so much to keep rallying alive in the South East and 

motorsport in general for the whole of the Kent. This is why we all need 

to support this big event. 

To register as a marshal, please contact Tim Loftus at tim.loftus@prisma-

recruitment.com or 07799 473 124. 

Please don’t leave it to the last minute as a lot of work has gone into this 

event to make Chin proud of what he achieved. Also, please remember 

that to qualify for any of the club’s annual awards you have to score 

marshal points, so if you don’t want to give up any of our other 

competing events, this is an ideal opportunity.   

http://wealdmc.users64.interdns.co.uk/chin-memorial-20-20-rally-7th-8th-may-2022
http://wealdmc.users64.interdns.co.uk/chin-memorial-20-20-rally-7th-8th-may-2022
mailto:tim.loftus@prisma-recruitment.com
mailto:tim.loftus@prisma-recruitment.com


 

 

Speed News 
 

 

 

The 2022 Speed League has recently got underway, with the first two 

rounds (at Cadwell Park and Sandown on the Isle of Wight) just 

completed.  

Provisional 2022 Speed League Calendar (bold are SDMC-supported) 

Round Date Event 

1 26/03/2022 Cadwell Park 

2 02–03/04/2022 Sandown Sprint – 2 Day Combined result 

3 10/04/2022 Abingdon Long Course 

4 23/04/2022 Wiscombe Park 

5 24/04/2022 Wiscombe Park 

6 23/04/2022 Regis Sprint - Goodwood 

7 24/04/2022 Hethel “Lotus Festival” Sprint  

8 08/05/2022 Debden Spring Sprint  

9 08/05/2022 Rushmoor 

10 03/06/2022 Coventry MotoFest 

11 04/06/2022 Coventry MotoFest 

12 11/06/2022 Abingdon CAR-nival 

13 12/06/2022 North Weald 

14 18/06/2022 Brooklands Sprint 

15 25/06/2022 Shelsley Walsh – Summer Spree 

16 26/06/2022 Shelsley Walsh – Summer Spree 

17 16/07/2022 Ray Heal Memorial Sprint – Lydden 

Sevenoaks & District Motor Club 

Insite Graphics Speed League 

Championship 2022 

2021 

https://mtc1.uk/Entry/HethelSprint22/EntryForm.php


 

 

Round Date Event 

18 24/07/2022 North Weald 

19 27/08/2022 Gurston Down 

20 28/08/2022 Gurston Down 

21 04/09/2022 Hethel 

22 10/09/2022 MIRA 

23 11/09/2022 North Weald 

24 17/09/2022 Watergate Bay 

25 18/09/2022 Watergate Bay 

26 24/09/2022 Manor Farm Charmouth 

27 25/09/2022 Manor Farm Charmouth 

28 01/10/2022 Goodwood Sprint 

29 02/10/2022 Debden Autumn Sprint 

30 02/10/2022 Eelmoor 

31 15/10/2022 Grand Finale Sprint @ Curborough Sprint 
Course  

 

 

Do you need magnetic white background squares?  
Go to ‘Magnet Expert’ or email sales@first4magnets.com where you can 
buy A2 Flexible Magnetic sheets. Excellent product and ready to use! 
Ask for part number MFA2 (GW) -1 Cost will be £21.64 inc Vat/post. 
Prices may alter for 2022. 
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Sandown Sprint, 2–3 April 
Damien Bradley, Team Legacy UK 

We were encouraged to join the Sevenoaks and District Speed League 

by Chris Berrisford of Insite Graphics.  After competing in the British 

Hillclimb Championship last year we decided to do some more sprints 

and the speed league provides a great mix of those. The first event that 

took our eye was the Isle of Wight/Sandown Speed trials, as a new event 

set on the Island we loved the idea and wanted to support the Isle of 

Wight Car Club by becoming a member and taking part. 

On arrival it became clear that this sprint looked more like a rally stage 

or autotest and that we would have quite a challenge to navigate the 

rather wide Legacy through the tight chicanes. Our background with 

the Legacy is Time Attack and Hillclimbing including the long and fast 

European Hills, very different to this sprint format. Looking at the 

competition, we were up against World Rally Cars, Radicals and even 2x 

World Rally Champion Miki Biasion behind the wheel of the incredible 

Lancia Delta. The Isle of Wight Sprint was set to be one of our toughest 

challenges to date. 

The Legacy runs over 800bhp on full boost thanks to a Mike Latimer 

2.35L flat four race engine and a huge Xona Rotor turbocharger [more 

car details on the Team Legacy UK website]. The transmission is a long 

ratio Samsonas Sequential, a specification not exactly suited to a short 

technical sprint layout but we would give it our best, as always. 

`  

http://www.teamlegacyuk.co.uk/index.php
http://www.teamlegacyuk.co.uk/thecar.php


 

 

Saturday finished with Will Nicholls in 1st place with his epic R5 Fiesta, a 

brilliant drive from him but to our surprise we were in 2nd with all to 

play for in day 2. 

Turning the power right back down to a minimum of 650bhp the Legacy 

was less of a handful on Sunday’s first timed run and we managed to put 

in the fastest time of the weekend with a 34.17s, a record set for future 

Sandown Sprints.  

You can watch the in-car view of this run on Youtube here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vaQCmLiHaAg 

On the final run we felt a 33s run was on the cards, Damien was braking 

much too early for the second chicane as shown on the Syvecs ECU data 

logs and we had a chuck more power to come. Sat on the start line it 

was all to play for, could we take the overall win at the inaugural Isle of 

Wight Speed Trials? A great launch and a perfect line into the first corner, 

the grip on the Avon 046 compound Hillclimb slicks was insane, picking 

up the throttle so early and the car stayed completely planted delivering 

well over 700bhp to the Sandown promenade tarmac. A pull on the 

lever to take 2nd gear and a missed shift! The first one in 4 years on this 

gearbox, precious seconds were lost and a disappointing time of 38s was 

declared for the run. Will Nicholls had all to play for on his last run, we 

had a chat and wished him all the best, he was such good competition 

all weekend and it was after all his home event. Will brought home a 34s 

run which crowned him the overall Weekend event winner, a well 

deserved 1st place finish. 

The event was fantastic as were the organisers, marshals, security and all 

the competitors. It was such a treat to compete against such incredible 

cars and drivers in our home built Subaru Legacy, to claim the fastest 

time of the weekend was the icing on the cake. We have a busy year 

ahead with events all over the UK, a trip to Northern Ireland and even a 

little trek over to France for a round of the European Masters but we will 

be planning our return to the Isle of Wight to claim that overall win and 

defend our sprint record.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vaQCmLiHaAg


 

 

Fete Fun and Social 
The club will be having a stand at the Hartley Fete, situated just down 

the road from Brands Hatch at Fawkham on Saturday 25th June. Please 

make a date in your diary as we will need cars for display. It’s a big fete 

and we also use it as a social day out. We even got some new members 

signed up. Tea and Cake provided!  

Please contact Chris Judge (judgece66@aol.com) if you want to put your 

car on display and enjoy the social. We have space for around 12 cars, 

so please put the date in now and support your club. We will need a 

good variety of competing vehicles, standard and modified. We are also 

looking at other invites for club displays at various other car shows. More 

later. If you have a local event you want the club to support, just ask. 

 

  

mailto:judgece66@aol.com


 

 

Bexley 12 car 
By Chris Judge  

The penultimate round of the excellent Weald 12 Car Rally Series took 

place on 25th March. Our President David Balderson was a little unwell 

but had previously put an entry in. Therefore fellow member Rob 

Thompson was without a driver. At the club social on 16th March I was 

somehow talked into taking David’s place so that Rob didn’t lose his 

entry. Having just purchased a Fiesta Ecoboost model for sprinting to 

replace my trials Saxo VTR, I was keen to try it out, but never thought the 

first event in it would be a rally. I apologised to Rob that I hadn’t done a 

rally for some time and he pointed out that it was in fact 44 years ago. I 

told him the last rally I did was with the late Martin Chinnery (Chin) and 

we got to TC 4 where I had to stop to let Chin be sick over a farm gate. 

Not an ideal start then. My actual first ever rally was in 1975 when I won 

the beginners class on the Knighthawk Rally on 8th November run by 

Nat West Bank Motor Club. Herewith the results! Our rally lot will 

probably remember some of these names! 

 

 



 

 

Anyway, Rob and I set off from the Chequers Pub, Darenth. I didn’t know 

Rob and he didn’t know me! I hadn’t driven the Fiesta in anger, so 

explained I was not sure how it would go. However, we actually got on 

very well and soon got into the groove of rallying. The start was a bit 

hectic with a lot of traffic on route. We somehow missed the first code 

board which could have been when overtaking a local person as the 

traffic was very busy. Our next mistake was totally my fault as the route 

went via Brands Hatch which is where I live. Rob called a slot on the right 

at West Kingsdown and I told him there wasn’t one! I said I know it…it’s 

where Roger Burgess lives…but no…I was wrong, so we had to go back 

and in between two industrial units was the yellow. Oops…my fault then! 

We lost a lot of time. I never knew this was there and have lived here for 

years! Listen to your navigator then! 

Anyway we did the whole route but these two ‘fails’ cost us dearly and 

we finished a lowly 10th from 11 starters. However, what was much more 

encouraging was the fact that without these two errors and huge time 

penalties, we think we would possibly have finished around 4th. Typical 

rally results then. It’s always ‘if only’! Fellow club member Sterling 

Ernstzen and his navigator Richard Pashley won the event overall and 

therefore clinched the Weald Series. Excellent. Well done both. Joe and 

Tom McCann did extremely well to win the beginners class and came 6th 

overall, with fellow Sevenoaks members Paul Wickes and Tim Loftus in 

5th, and Tim Smith (Eastbourne) and ex Sevenoaks committee member 

Graham Child in 9th. Andrea Sterry and Si Kellow had a fraught night 

with the Navigation, but finished the rally. Of the entire entry only 5 

crews didn’t get fails! Well done all. Did I enjoy it?....well yes actually and 

got on well with Rob. The little Fiesta is great as a club all round car, so 

we have now entered the final round on 22nd April as Mr Balderson 

cannot take part. I just have to change the brake pads as the smell was 

pretty bad at various controls. I may now also do our Chin 20/20 rally 

also. 

  



 

 

Sevenoaks Social Dates 2022 
After a great social evening on 16 March (our first in 2 years!), we are 

pleased to announce that regular club social nights are BACK! 

 

Time: from 8.00pm, 3rd Wednesday of the month 

Venue: The Bell Public House, High Street, Kemsing TN15 6NB 

Wednesday 13 April 

Wednesday 18 May 

Wednesday 15 June 

Wednesday 13 July 

Wednesday 17 August 

Wednesday 14 September 

Wednesday 12 October 

Wednesday 16 November 

Wednesday 14 December 

We hope to arrange various presentations and activities and will advise 

in due course. 

  



 

 

Autosolo News 
 

Our friends at Maidstone and Mid-Kent Motor Club ran the 4th round of 

the club’s Winter Series of autosolos on 19 March. FTD for round 4 went 

to Brian Sharpe in his Micra, with drivers in the larger-engined class D 

(Ian Mepham, Josh Baker, Steve Burles and Toby Groves) making up the 

top 5 overall. Will Penfold was the top junior driver. 

 
Will Penfold takes dad Chris for a spin 

It could not be closer at the top of the table leading into the fifth and 

final round. Ben Greenfield and Paul Hebden are tied for the lead, and 

only six points separate the first eight drivers! In the junior section, Drew 

Kellow has edged out a bit of a lead, but with five drivers all bunched 

together for second place they will all need to keep their eye on the ball. 

With up to 10.5 points available to score at the final round in Ashford on 

23 April; it's still all to play for.  

Enter at the following link: https://autotest.sapphire-

solutions.co.uk/register.php?sitename=sevenoaks 

https://autotest.sapphire-solutions.co.uk/register.php?sitename=sevenoaks
https://autotest.sapphire-solutions.co.uk/register.php?sitename=sevenoaks


 

 

 
Alan Scott won his class in the RX-8 

Position Driver Junior driver 

1 Ben Greenfield,  
Paul Hebden 

Drew Kellow 

2 - Freddie Cherrett 

3 Alan Scott Will Penfold, 
Ryan Howatson 

4 Lloyd Covey  

5 David Judge Tilly Burles 

 

On average, about 15 minutes of competitive precision driving during 

the day is split across 12 runs per driver. A small mistake by any of the 

drivers would change the order in the blink of an eye, so consistent, 

fast, clean runs will be the aim of the day – easier said than done! 

Autosolos give the driver the chance to drop their worst time from 

each set of runs, so tactics will come into play: do you get a good safe 

time in your pocket; or go for it straight out of the box and hope to put 

pressure on the opposition; or alternatively not even look at the times 

until the end of the day and see where you have finished? There’s no 

right or wrong way, which makes it all the more interesting. With 120 

different drivers already entered through the four previous rounds and 

new drivers still very welcome, there will be 50 places available for this 

last round. Help the organizers and the venue with strong support and 

enter early to ensure a place in what promises to be a competitive and 

fun day of motorsport.  



 

 

Rally News 
 

Round 8 – Bexley Light Car Club, 25 March: Howard and Keith put on a 

great event with sensible navigation that got it right as far as expert and 

novice degrees of difficulty. The route started in Darenth and went way 

down to the other side of Sevenoaks on some great roads, familiar to 

many of us Sevenoaks members and including the Heaverham Hairpin 

just up the road from the Bell! Another fine performance from Sterling 

Ernstzen and Richard Pashley (0 fails 4 minutes), saw them win round 8 

of the series, and thus clinch the Weald Challenge12 Car rally title with 

a round to spare. Dave Bushby and Kevin Ablitt took a solid second place 

with Richard Graham and Steve Thompson in third.  

In the championship standings, Wug Utting and Bob Stokoe have 

missed the last two events, but there are still several other contenders for 

second place and the mathematics get very complicated with dropped 

scores and marshalling requirements also in play on the last round., 

organised by Croydon on 22 April. 

Series positions after round 8 

Position Driver Navigator 

1 Sterling Ernstzen Richard Pashley 

2 Wug Utting Bob Stokoe 

3 Derek Arnold Simon Fuidge 

4 Toby Galbraith  Andy Mucklow  

5 Richard Graham Kevin Ablitt  

6 Dave Bushby Steve Thompson  

7 Mick Rose Tim Smith 

8 Andrea Sterry  Si Kellow 

9 Paul Wickes Neil Ayling 

10 Graham Child Tim Loftus 

 

  



 

 

 

Marshals will always be needed in Motorsport and you will not find a 

cheaper way to get involved. It is a great way to meet and make friends 

with likeminded people, find answers to all those missing questions you 

need to ask to further your interest and in some cases meet the 

requirements of the club championships you might want to participate 

in. 

Your club offers many forms of competition, autotests, autosolos, sprints, 

trials and road rallies, all of which require marshals. If you think this could 

be of value to you, join our marshal list by contacting me on 

wilcat@btinternet.com or call 01622 715018. This will enable me to 

inform you of any event where there is a request for marshals and details 

to be given when necessary. 

Being on this list does not mean you have to marshal but at least you 

would know about any events, which cannot be a bad thing. 

Many thanks 

Glyn Williams (Willie), Club Chief Marshal 

 

Marshal Matters 

mailto:wilcat@btinternet.com


 

 

 
 

TRK (Trophy Records Keeper) 
Sevenoaks and District Motor club award 41 separate trophies at our 

annual awards dinner. All of your results in SDMC organised 

motorsport events are automatically recorded and used to calculate 

championship points towards these trophies. However, for other 

events you need to submit your points to the Trophy Records Keeper 

(TRK). This should be done by the form at the link shown below. No 

other method will be accepted. You must be an SDMC member at the 

time of the event for your results to be recorded (if your name is not on 

the membership list it will not be in the TRK database and therefore it 

will be impossible to allocate your points). 

http://www.sevenoaksmotorclub.com/join  

 

All results must be submitted within 21 days of the event or they will 

not be recorded. All marshalling and event organisation claims will be 

checked against the event signing on sheets, so make sure you fill them 

in correctly! You must upload a copy of the event results or provide a 

hyperlink. Please don’t send in claims for SDMC-organised or Speed 

League events – they clog up the TRK mailbox! 

Marshalling qualification 
In order to qualify for some of the championships, you must carry out 

marshalling or other event support role at an SDMC organised events. 

The list of qualifying events is shown in the calendar on the SDMC 

website, Acorn and the Yearbook.  

Please note the only way to 

submit your results: 

sevenoaksmotorclub.com/results  

http://www.sevenoaksmotorclub.com/join
http://www.sevenoaksmotorclub.com/
http://www.sevenoaksmotorclub.com/
http://www.sevenoaksmotorclub.com/results


 

 

The criteria are measured in “Chalky White points”, which are the basis 

for the C. E. White marshalling trophy and are calculated as follows: 

• 1 Chalky White point is required for a rally qualification 

• 2 Chalky White points are required for a Speed League qualification 

• 3 Chalky White points are required for a Rose & Crown qualification 

 

Chalky White (Marshalling) points are earned as follows: 

• A half day event such as an evening Autotest or 12 Car Rally will earn 

you 1 point. 

• An all-day event such as an Autosolo, Trial or Sprint will earn you 2 

points 

• For pre-event work 1 point is awarded for each half day or evening 

work party under supervision of the Clerk of Course. (Max 3 points 

per event). 

• All marshalling qualifications are taken directly from event signing on 

sheets automatically, so make sure you fill them out correctly. 

 

Yearbook 
You can read about how to win trophies in the 2021 SDMC yearbook 

at: http://www.sevenoaksmotorclub.com/yearbook. Junior birth dates 

needed! 

If you are 21 or under and want to qualify for any of the junior 

trophies, please send in your name and date of birth to the 

membership secretary at sdmc.membership@gmail.com (this 

information was not collected reliably in the past, particularly for family 

members). 

 

http://www.sevenoaksmotorclub.com/yearbook
mailto:sdmc.membership@gmail.com

